
Article 7: George Lawrie reminisces about his childhood at 
Cairn Mude croft on Stothill.

This article is reproduced by kind permission of Kathleen Northcroft and the 

publisher Lindy Cheyne.  Kathleen’s husband David produced 2 volumes of Grampian 

Lives, taking time to collect early memories of Aberdeenshire folk from 1900 -1950.   

Grampian Lives: v. 1: Living Through the Twentieth Century in the Small Towns and 

Settlements of North-East Scotland (Early Lives and Memories 1900-1950).
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Lumphanan Paths Group – People and Places

Remains of Cairn Mude farmhouse in 2022

This story is about George Lawrie from Cairn Mude farm. George was born in 1932 ,the  

middle child in a family of 10.

Now, all that can be heard 

around the farm ruins is the 

soughing of the wind in the tall 

sitkas as they crowd in on that 

space.

Immerse yourself in the life of a 

young country lad in the 

1930s………

In Article 6 we documented the story of George Smith, born into a family of 9 in a Stothill 

croft.  By the time the Lawries moved to Cairn Mude farm the various tumbledown crofts 

were in ruins. But still how noisy and full of life the farm must have been in the 1930s with 

10 bairns. 
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Extract from ‘Fourteen in the family’ by David Northcroft.  Grampian Lives vol. 1 
pp173-176. Published 2010.
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The dry stone wall-edged track from Cairn 

Mude farmhouse to the steading, 2022

Looking up the track from the well site to the 

steading, 2022

Around Cairn Mude croft today

Extract ends



6

Remains of a small building next to Cairn Mude farmhouse, 2022

Cairn Mude croft steading, 2022
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Track to Cairn Mude 
croft enveloped by 
20th century forestry 
plantation. 2022

Cairn Mude 
steading, 2022



From the well outflow at Cairn 
Mude, looking south west. 2022

Cairn Mude croft track, 2022

All photographs of Cairn Mude courtesy of Deb Munro 8
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