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More stories from Lum phanan's past

Following on from our article
about crofts on Stot Hill (see
the People and Places page)
George Lawrie reminisces
about his childhood at Cairn
Mude croft in the early to mid
20th Century.

This once busy place is now
hidden amongst modern
forestry, but sit quietly
amongst the ruins and you
can visualise the bustle of
14 people living in a tiny
farm house, toiling away on
the land and making ends
meet.

Read his story here
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Hard working volunteers clear popular
Church path

July 2023

On Sunday 20th July the Church path has enjoyed a good
haircut along the edges so widening the path! Jocky
Ritchies’ seat has also emerged from the beech hedge. The
goodly band of volunteers have cut and raked at the
bracken!

Thank you to everyone who turned up to help!




Support your local paths group! Greeting cards,
post cards and book marks for sale!

May 2023

Fundraising initiative: Help support your local paths group
with their ongoing efforts to maintain our lovely network of
tracks around the village.

We've put together a collection of greeting cards (blank),
post cards and a bookmark showing scenes of our beautiful
local area.

We launched the collection at our Fundraising Quiz Night at
Deeside Activity Park Friday, 26th May at 7.00pm.

Greetings cards will be for sale at the event, and in local
venues shortly.

Cards: £2.50 each or five for £10.00.

Post cards: £1.50

Bookmark: £1.00




History on a Highway - illustrated talk:
7 a()pm 9 March 2023, MacRobert Hall, Tarland

K
Reproduced with the perm:ss;on of the Natlonal lerary of Scotland

Drama and history from the hill tracks around Lumphanan!
What part has Lumphanan played in the story of Scotland
and what about fascinating tales of ordinary folk of the
parish?

Kings, travelling folk, and kidnappers, they are all there !
More details here:
https://www.cromarhistorygroup.org.uk/talks/

The strangled trees of Dess have been freed!

March 2023: Lumphanan Paths Group members and some
volunteers have removed all the neglected, over tight tree
tubes from the young trees along the Deeside Way heading
west from Dess to Aboyne Thanks to alI those who helped|
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The Mortlich March !

A

December 2022

A happy meeting of the Aboyne Paths and Tracks Group
with Lumphanan Paths Group to walk the old route from
Mortlich Cottage towards Tarland. The Groups stopped at
the march gate into the woods and finished with cuppas
and fine pieces on the top of Little Hill. Great views and
good company!

Little Hill - tin
for a cuppa a
take in the vit

Towards
Lumphanan
from

Little Hill

Mortlich

Aboyne from Cottage

Little Hill




Tales from Stot Hill: what is hidden in the forest?

November 2022

In our latest People and Places article, Ann Raeburn peels
back the cloak of forestry to reveal a fascinating insight into
to the secrets of Stot Hill, and life around Lumphanan in the
early to mid 20th century, through the experiences of
George Smith. Read his story here.

Nestrans case study for the Comply project -
available on line!

October 2022

Thanks to Nestrans, Lumphanan Paths Group was awarded funds
to drain and clear the Comply and repair the bridge. Nestrans
have written up a case study on the successful re-opening of the
Comply here: https://www.nestrans.org.uk/funding/case-

studies/

The Comply is a Heritage Path which runs between Roadside,
south of the old school, westwards to Milton of Auchenhove, seen

here on a 1912 map: https://scotways.com/heritage-
path/#zoom=14&lat=57.1173&lon=-2.7225




Fit hae we here - anither seat?

August 2022: Here are relatives of the late Betty and Allan Moir
on the Comply. If you don’t know the lovely story of Betty and
Allan, read about it here on our People and Places page.

The family commissioned this beautiful bench, made by Jack
Nesbit-Blacksmith to stand guard over the old track. A little
ceremony was enjoyed by residents local to the Comply. Chair of
Lumphanan Paths Group, Linda Gray, thanked contractors who
had helped to repair drainage, hang gates, mend a bridge and fell
trees to clear the track.

The Comply is a Heritage Path which runs between Roadside,
south of the old school, westwards to Milton of Auchenhove, seen
here on a 1912 map: https://scotways.com/heritage-
path/#zoom=14&lat=57.1173&lon=-2.7225

Go hae a seat — the view is good for the soul!

The inscription on the
bench -
e - @

In loving memory of

nd Betty Moir (nee Emslie)

Daughter and son,
Barbara and Allan
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The Comply Heritage Path Project update

June 2022:

In the days before the Old Schoolhouse was closed in the 1960's,
The Comply was used for many years by children from the west
side of Lumphanan to reach school. It is recognised as a Heritage
Path by Scotways. Recent improvements include drainage and
vegetation clearance, and future tasks include gates, fencing and
fixing the footbridge. You can read more about the project here
and on our Projects page.

Bartholomew Map
| 1934.
Reproduced with
the permission of
the National
Library of
+ Scotland

.4 https://maps.nls.u
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Before After

There is still work to be done but the Comply is a pleasure to
walk again!

We are grateful to all our volunteers, and to Aberdeenshire
Voluntary Action, ScotWays, Tesco and NESTRANS for helping

to fund this project.
=
ScotWays >

J N "‘
Communities |

Mental Health
and Wellbeing
Fund |a% ==~

nestrans

Community Grants

AGM - 18 May 2022

Our AGM took place recently - the minutes and chairperson's
report of our achievements can be found here.

A Traveller's Friend - read about local lady Maggie
McGregor

April 2022: On the People and
Places page you'll find our latest
article.

Maggie McGregor was a well
known lady throughout Deeside,
being writer to the local
auctioneer, selling livestock and
rouping out the contents of
farms. Read more here.

The article was printed in the Cromar History Group Annual
publication “Echoes from Cromar’s Past” 2003. It is reprinted with
the Editor’s full permission.



Do you remember your Skweel days? Growing up
on a croft - Part 2 - is now available!

February 2022: On the People and Places page you'll find Part 2
of the story of the Paterson family who lived at Oldtown Croft
near Lumphanan. Read about school days and early working
life in the 1950's and 60's. Full of stories and photos. See if
you can you spot any familiar faces and places!
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The Comply - exciting news!

January 2022: As you may have heard at our October 2021
Community Event, a new dawn beckons for the historic
Comply track. We have secured funding from NESTRANS,
ScotWays, Tesco Bags for Life, profits from the Open Garden
Day held at three Lumphanan gardens, and our own
contribution from the sale of t-shirts and jumpers (thanks to
Marr Area Partnership). These grants and generous donations

will fund initial drainage and access improvements by an
experienced local contractor, engaged to begin shortly. This
Comply work is a key part of the exciting ongoing projects
aimed at linking walking routes from Torphins through
Lumphanan to Aboyne and Tarland. Volunteer input will be
welcomed too so watch this space!

Over the last few weeks
there has been some initial
clearance work undertaken.

Stories from Lumphanan - growing up on
Oldtown Croft

January 2022:

On the People and

Places page you'll find our
latest article. Read about a
lost way of life with this
account of the Paterson family
who lived at Oldtown Croft on
a windswept hill by
Lumphanan. Full of memories
and stories of good times and
hard times, and great photos,
from Brian and Kenny
Paterson. This is the first part
of a two-part article covering
the years 1957-1965.

11



2021

Stories from Lumphanan - Betty Moir and the
Comply

November 2021: Read the
story of Lumphanan- born
Betty Moir on our People and
Places webpage. Find out
why this local lady, who sadly
recently passed away, had a
special place in her heart for
the Comply - the path which
runs eastwards from Milton of
Auchenhove to Roadside, just
south of the old school.

Betty’s daughter, Barbara, has very generously given a donation
to Lumphanan Paths Group in her memory.

This comes just as the Paths Group announced plans to clear the
track and make it good for use again. We may all wonder on the
many tales this old track has hidden in its past as we wander
along the Comply again!

Community Event - October 2021

We've put together a summary of our community meeting held
on 30 October 2021, funded by Asda Foundations' Bringing
Communities Back Together Grant. Achievements of the past

year and plans for the future were discussed, old friends caught
up and some new faces joined in, of all ages. You can read
more detail here.
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Funding success and new project teaser!

October 21: We are very excited to be embarking on a hew
challenge... a path with an interesting history to uncover! Did you
know that Lumphanan has a Heritage Path? ScotWays describe
Heritage Paths as ‘old routes that have been used for a specific
purpose’.

We have secured funding from NESTRANS, ScotWays, Tesco
Bags for Life, profits from the Open Garden Day held at three
Lumphanan gardens, and our own contribution from the sale of
t-shirts and jumpers (thanks to Marr Area Partnership). But
we're going to keep you guessing for a little while longer. See if
you can identify the path from the clues on our Projects page!

Come along to our Community Event on Saturday 30th October
to find out more!

Hardy volunteers brave the heat on Cairnbeathie
track!

July 2021: The path is now clear of over grown vegetation
thanks to hardworking volunteers doing their bit for our
community of walkers in the glorious but hot weather at the
recent work party.

Ladies who
strim, sickle
and scythe

rather than

lunch!
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Newly cleared
path with
volunteer
Mike Duff.
He's there,
somewhere,
strimming
deep in the
greenery!

Photos:
Fiona Grant

Eyes down! The history of Lumphanan beneath our
feet - on the new People and Places history page

July 2021: Journey further into Lumphanan's history with the
second in our new series of articles shining a light on the people,
places and events that have shaped Lumphanan.

June Armstrong writes about archaeological finds from field
walking which reveal the importance of flint through the ages ....
and more. Explore here to find out!

Qictetcsbionnd

The beautiful
and varied
colours of flint.

Photo credit:
Roslyn Hay
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Lumphanan Paths Group benefits from Scotland's
Garden Scheme

July 2021: Thanks go to Ann & Scott Raeburn for opening their
beautiful garden in Lumphanan, described as a 'Bleak place
transformed over 40 years'. £300 was raised for Lumphanan
Paths Group. Thank you all visitors for supporting us!

"Yellow's on the Broom' - New People and Places
history page

June 2021: Delve a little deeper into Lumphanan's history.
We are thrilled to start a new series of articles shining a light
on the people, places and events that have shaped
Lumphanan. Living memories will be brought alive in regular
articles. The first is about the Traveller and Storyteller
Stanley Robertson and his strong attachment to Lumphanan
and in particular the Old Road (Old Military Road or Church
track). Next time you walk this route, imagine the lives that
were lived in Lumphanan all those years ago.

‘ Stanley Robertson
1940 - 2009.

Photo courtesy of Scottish
Storytelling Centre — Tree
of Life Project




Scottish Walking Awards - Nomination

May 2021: LPG was pleased to be nominated for the Scottish
Walking Awards.

[ 7 <

Here's what they said: 5 scormsn

1 WALKING 37)

Well done on your nomination

‘Congratulations on being N, Aweros &
nominated in the first-ever B
Scottish Walking Awards. The
Jjudges were impressed with your
nomination. Please find attached

your certificate of recognition for

your work increasing walking SCOTTISH
and wheeling opportunities for WALKING
more people to improve their AWARDS
health and to travel

sustainably. 'Your activities are
helping to make Scotland a
walking friendly country. This
means everyone chooses to walk
more, every day and everyone
has access to welcoming and . -
safe environments for walking =l ~— &
and wheeling.’

Thanks to those who supported and nominated us!



AGM - New members!

May 2021: At our recent AGM we were pleased to welcome
three new members to our Committee. Our new committee line
up can be found on the About us - Committee page. If you are
interested in joining the committee or the group as a member,
do get in touch [umphananpaths@gmail.com

Signs project - completed!

May 2021: Our signs project is now complete! With the last
three signs installed on the pole on the Kincardine O' Neil side.
Thanks to all those who contributed to this project, and for all
the fabulous feedback we are getting from folk using the
paths. Don't forget to pick up your leaflet to help find your
way! You can find it here and in local shops and venues. This
project was funded by ScotWays and Paths for All.
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