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Article 6:Stot Hill before the forestry

by Ann Raeburn

Risingto the south of Lumphananvillage is the large outline of Stot Hill. A
hundred yearsago this was heatherywith rough grazingbut now those braes
areclothedin athick forest of commercialSitkawood.

Intrepid walkerswho enjoy a challengemay have braved the maze of rutted
trails to find the Trig point, dominating the summit Onceit might have been
visible from the village Battle further a little west through the trees to reach
Cairn Mude, an ancient burial mound in a small clearing ringed by the
indomitableconifers

CairnMude

If you are still up for the adventure,from here, a narrow roughride will take you
down to a collection of ruined crofts, smallfield systems,grasstrackslined by
stone dykesand a later farmhouseand steading Thisis a Narniaworld among
the darkdankforestanda delightto discover



Aroute through the denseforest plantation

Up herein 1912 GeorgeSmithwas born in a thatched croft, one of nine
children The Smithfamily survivedon a smallincome Fathermadethirty-
two shillingsa weekworkingon the roadsand grew vegetableson his croft
lands Stoatsnestedin the heatheryroof thatch on their housewhich was
fallinginto disrepaireventhen.




Stothill Croft

In 1926 aged 14, young
George went to work at
Knappyround for John King
TheKingshad no childrenand
usually employed a boy,
known affectionately in the
parish as & Y A y. s t6 NE =
help them on their 14 acre

croft. John King had been
gardenerat GlenmillanHouse

and his own garden at
Knappyroundwas a splendid

sight of perfect rows of
flourishing vegetables The
damsontree at his drive end

was a temptation for
schoolchildrenwalking to the

old schooljust down the road
andthe fruit would sufferfrom
frequentraids Stothilll Croft fireplace




