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Macbeth's Well

November 2025

The Paths Group has funded a craftsman built dry stone
surround to our famous landmark! With thanks to mason Steve
Denham, Robert Marshall and Jim Smith for contributing stones
and all who support the Lumphanan Paths Group in so many
ways.

We are thinking ahead to spring!
November 2025

The Group plus some willing volunteers planted snowdrops,
aconites and wood anemone bulbs along Lovers’ Lane. Crocus
and grape hyacinths will be a burst of colour along the verge in
the village. Our thanks to GreenspaceAberdeenshire who
kindly provided the bulbs through the Nature Restoration
Fund.

Lumphanan Christmas Fayre

November 2025
A stall at the Lumphanan Primary Christmas Fayre selling cards,
sweets and books!




Lumphanan to Burnside path
improvements

September 2025

The Paths Group commissioned Martin Ferries to clear the
vegetation encroaching on the western path from Lumphanan to
Burnside. It should now be easier to push a child buggy along
this path!

Aboyne Highland Games!

August 2025

As part of Marr Paths Forum, Lumphanan Paths Group was
helping to hand out walks leaflets. The volunteers from Deeside
Paths Groups encouraged visitors and locals to use the
wonderful network of tracks and paths on offer. What a busy
day, the stall ran out of walks leaflets for some areas of Deeside!

Lovers' Lane, Lumphanan

May 2025

What has been going on along Lover's Lane? Children sprinkling
fairy dust along the path?

No! The Hut have sown wildflower seeds on the bare ground by
the burn. The children mixed the seed with sand and then
spread the mix along the bank. I think you will agree they all
showed great concentration on the job!

We are looking forward to this mix of waters” edge wildflowers
giving delight to walkers in a couple of months.

In the meantime, please give the seeds a chance and try to keep
dogs on the path!

A few days later the Paths Group with volunteers planted
aconites, snowdrops and wild garlic in the woodland on the
other side of the path.

Some of the bulb planting team along Lover's Lane, including an
enthusiastic 4 leaaed helper diaaina the holes!




Read all about the group's 2024
achievements!

13th May 2025

The group had a very busy year in 2024, fundraising, working
with the council, other groups and organisations, helping to
build, repair and maintain the area's wonderful path network.
You'll be surprised to see what's been achieved for the
community! Read about it here in the Chairperson's annual
report.

A new, improved Gate!
February 2025

Cairnbeathie track has a new easy open gate! Walkers, bikers
and riders will be delighted. The new gate is near the start of
the lovely Right of Way from Lumphanan to Kincardine O'Neil.
Lumphanan Paths Group is grateful to all supporters, especially
LCRA (Lumphanan Community Recreation Association) and The
British Horse Society who generously assisted this project.
Fencer Mike Robertson has done a splendid job for us all.

The story of Lumphanan's Font

8th February 2025

Fit is this hefty lump of granite appeared in Lumphanan square?

Round like a pudding bowl, why is it there and where has it
come from? Read the story of Lumphanan’s ancient font that
went walkabout on the ‘People and Places’ page here !

Lumphanan Paths Group is very grateful to Robert Marshall for
his time and energy moving the font to the village centre today,
where all can now appreciate it!

People and places: Read about our local
Whin Mills in a new article by Ann Raeburn

May 2025

A golden burst of gorse bushes covering a rumble of stones by
the Deeside Way , what is there here of interest? This is the
remains of a once essential farm implement, vital to keep
livestock fed in the lean months of March and April.

Read all about whin mills here in ‘People and Places"!
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Cairnbeathie track work party
October 2024

Glenmillan track repairs

October 2024

A volunteer morning tidying the Cairnbeathie track... and a wren's
nest found amongst the gorse. The nest was returned to the Lumphanan Paths have organised and funded the repair of the
bushes nearby as they are useful shelters from winter cold and may
be renovated for re-use for breeding.

Glenmillan track which was badly washed away after the winter
storms last year. Walking was precarious where the floods had
gouged out the lower section of the track. Our thanks go to Martin
Ferries who carried out the work and made a splendid job.
Lumphanan Paths have more improvements in the pipeline.
Support your local Paths Group .... More on this soon!

Photos of the track before and after!
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LPG is now on Instagram

October 2024

For those using social media - we are now on Instagram!

Check us out here:
_

Aboyne games - path group gathering!

August 2024

Aboyne Games, Saturday 3rd August, 2024. Lumphanan Paths
Group was part of the Marr Paths Forum stand, enjoying the good
weather and large crowds at the Games.

Paths Groups from all over Deeside showed the public their work
creating and maintaining paths and walks leaflets were handed out.

Volunteers are always welcome to join the merry bands of local
Paths Groups to help keep up the good work.

Fundraising - scenes of Lumphanan greeting
cards, postcards and bookmarks for sale!
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Fundraising initiative: Help support your local paths group with their
ongoing efforts to maintain our lovely network of tracks around the
village.

They are on sale at local outlets - currently from the Meet Again Tea
Shop (Lumphanan) and Craiglich Cabin.

Cards: £2.00 each or six for £10.00.
Post cards: £1.50 or six for £8.00
Bookmark: £50p

Credit goes to our local photographers June Armstrong, Bill Donald,
Tom Main and Edith Smith.




Fundraising - Lumphanan Gala

June 2024

The Lumphanan Gala has made a welcome return after the Covid
break!

Lumphanan Paths Group held a very popular plant, produce and card
stall which brought in £147. This money will be put towards keeping
our paths and tracks open and in good condition!

History on a Highway
May 2024

A healthy crowd of around 70 people enjoyed Ann Raeburn's
illustrated talk 'History on a Highway' at Lumphanan Village Hall. One
of the 'highways' is our very own military road and drove road which
is the spine of most of our walks around Lumphanan and on to
Kincardine O'Neil (see our walks page for more information). So
much interest was generated, and there was much to chat about
afterwards over a cuppa.

#istory on A kigkumy
Anillustrated talk by Ann Raeburn

@

Whatparthas Lumphananplavedin the
story of Scotland?

Whataboutthetalesof theordinary folk.of
theparishthroughout history? Kings,
kidnappers, drovers andtravelling folk.—
they areall there!

AGM - Committee elected and Chairperson's
report

April 2024:

The Lumphanan Paths Group AGM took place on Wednesday
17th April 2024. The Chair’s report can be read here. Office
Bearers remain the same: Linda Gray is the Chairperson,
Jenna Storey as Vice Chair and Ann Raeburn as Secretary.
Will Maclean from Torphins Paths was present to give an
update on the planned Torphins/Lumphanan path link. The
proposal is now seeking planning approval.

Stothill forest operations: plans afoot opposite
Satan's Den!

April 2024: Lumphanan Paths Group (LPG) members met
with Fred Drion of Highfield Forestry near Satan’s Den on 1st
April 2024. It had come to our notice that work was planned
to start in early April with the building of an access road
through the Stothill Wood, prior to extracting forest timber.
You may have noticed that work has now started.

Read here about the historic road through the forest and
plans to protect it during the construction of the new forest
access road and timber felling operations.



New strimmers thanks to local financial
support!

April 2024: The group has bought two powerful battery
operated strimmers to assist us in path clearing!

The purchase was enabled by grants from Marr Area
Committee, NESCAN Just Transition seed funding, The Bread
of Life in Torphins topped up by about £370 of well
supported local fundraising.

Grateful thanks to all for this help towards our purchase —
the Group will put the strimmers to good use!

Following on from our article
about crofts on Stot Hill (see
the People and Places page)
George Lawrie reminisces
about his childhood at Cairn
Mude croft in the early to mid
20th Century.

This once busy place is now
hidden amongst modern
forestry, but sit quietly
amongst the ruins and you
can visualise the bustle of
14 people living in a tiny
farm house, toiling away on
the land and making ends
meet.

Read his story here

Hard working volunteers clear popular
Church path

July 2023

On Sunday 20th July the Church path has enjoyed a good
haircut along the edges so widening the path! Jocky
Ritchies’ seat has also emerged from the beech hedge. The
goodly band of volunteers have cut and raked at the
bracken!

Thank you to everyone who turned up to help!
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Support your local paths group! Greeting cards,
post cards and book marks for sale!

May 2023

Fundraising initiative: Help support your local paths group
with their ongoing efforts to maintain our lovely network of
tracks around the village.

We've put together a collection of greeting cards (blank),
post cards and a bookmark showing scenes of our beautiful
local area.

We launched the collection at our Fundraising Quiz Night at
Deeside Activity Park Friday, 26th May at 7.00pm.

Greetings cards will be for sale at the event, and in local
venues shortly.

Cards: £2.50 each or five for £10.00.

Post cards: £1.50

Bookmark: £1.00







History on a Highway - illustrated talk:
7.3 )pm 9 March 2023, MacRobert Hall, Tarland
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Drama and history from the hill tracks around Lumphanan!
What part has Lumphanan played in the story of Scotland
and what about fascinating tales of ordinary folk of the
parish?

Kings, travelling folk, and kidnappers, they are all there !
More details here:
https://www.cromarhistorygroup.org.uk/talks/

The strangled trees of Dess have been freed!

March 2023: Lumphanan Paths Group members and some
volunteers have removed all the neglected, over tight tree
tubes from the young trees along the Deeside Way heading
west from Dess to Aboyne Thanks to alI those who helped|




2022

The Mortlich March !

December 2022

A happy meeting of the Aboyne Paths and Tracks Group
with Lumphanan Paths Group to walk the old route from
Mortlich Cottage towards Tarland. The Groups stopped at
the march gate into the woods and finished with cuppas
and fine pieces on the top of Little Hill. Great views and
good company!

Little Hill - tin
for a cuppa a
take in the vic

Aboyne from
Little Hill

Towards
Lumphanan
from

Little Hill

Mortlich
Cottage
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Tales from Stot Hill: what is hidden in the forest?

November 2022

In our latest People and Places article, Ann Raeburn peels
back the cloak of forestry to reveal a fascinating insight into
to the secrets of Stot Hill, and life around Lumphanan in the
early to mid 20th century, through the experiences of
George Smith. Read his story here.

Nestrans case study for the Comply project -
available on line!

October 2022

Thanks to Nestrans, Lumphanan Paths Group was awarded funds
to drain and clear the Comply and repair the bridge. Nestrans
have written up a case study on the successful re-opening of the
Comply here: https://www.nestrans.org.uk/funding/case-

studies/

The Comply is a Heritage Path which runs between Roadside,
south of the old school, westwards to Milton of Auchenhove, seen

here on a 1912 map: https://scotways.com/heritage-
path/#zoom=14&lat=57.1173&lon=-2.7225




Fit hae we here - anither seat?

August 2022: Here are relatives of the late Betty and Allan Moir
on the Comply. If you don’t know the lovely story of Betty and
Allan, read about it here on our People and Places page.

The family commissioned this beautiful bench, made by Jack
Nesbit-Blacksmith to stand guard over the old track. A little
ceremony was enjoyed by residents local to the Comply. Chair of
Lumphanan Paths Group, Linda Gray, thanked contractors who
had helped to repair drainage, hang gates, mend a bridge and fell
trees to clear the track.

The Comply is a Heritage Path which runs between Roadside,
south of the old school, westwards to Milton of Auchenhove, seen
here on a 1912 map: https://scotways.com/heritage-
path/#zoom=14&lat=57.1173&lon=-2.7225

Go hae a seat — the view is good for the soul!

The inscription on the

bench
@

Daughter and son,
Barbara and Allan




The ceremony

The Comply Heritage Path Project update

June 2022:

In the days before the Old Schoolhouse was closed in the 1960's,
The Comply was used for many years by children from the west
side of Lumphanan to reach school. It is recognised as a Heritage
Path by Scotways. Recent improvements include drainage and
vegetation clearance, and future tasks include gates, fencing and
fixing the footbridge. You can read more about the project here
and on our Projects page.

Bartholomew Map
| 1934.
Reproduced with
the permission of
the National
Library of
+ Scotland

.4 https://maps.nls.u
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fo After
There is still work to be done but the Comply is a pleasure to
walk again!

We are grateful to all our volunteers, and to Aberdeenshire
Voluntary Action, ScotWays, Tesco and NESTRANS for helping

to fund this project.
=
ScotWays >
TESCO

Mental Health
and Wellbging
Fund |[Map===

A "‘
Communities [

Community Grants

AGM - 18 May 2022

Our AGM took place recently - the minutes and chairperson's
report of our achievements can be found here.

A Traveller's Friend - read about local lady Maggie
McGregor

April 2022: On the People and
Places page you'll find our latest
article.

Maggie McGregor was a well
known lady throughout Deeside,
being writer to the local
auctioneer, selling livestock and
rouping out the contents of
farms. Read more here.

The article was printed in the Cromar History Group Annual
publication “Echoes from Cromar’s Past” 2003. It is reprinted with
the Editor’s full permission.
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Do you remember your Skweel days? Growing up
on a croft - Part 2 - is now available!

February 2022: On the People and Places page you'll find Part 2
of the story of the Paterson family who lived at Oldtown Croft
near Lumphanan. Read about school days and early working
life in the 1950's and 60's. Full of stories and photos. See if
you can you spot any familiar faces and places!
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