
                                          LUMPHANAN PATHS GROUP                

                            CHAIRPERSON REPORT 2025 

When starting to think about this yearly report I initially felt it had been a quiet 

year but on going through our minutes to remind myself I was pleasantly 

surprised to see I was very wrong as 2025 was a very busy year indeed 

Firstly, I will focus on our projects, some of which are completed, some are 

ongoing. 

The West Path to St Finan’s was cleared to its original width and the carpark for 

St Finan’s graveyard was restored by Martin Ferries. Thanks go to Martin, who 

as always, did an excellent job. The West Path to St Finan’s is a popular walk 

with villagers and positive comments and thanks have been received 

Macbeth’s Well was beautifully restored by Steve Denham with stones sourced 

by Ann Raeburn. Our thanks go to the local farmers who donated stones for 

the structure and to Ann for sourcing them and coordinating this project 

The Comply continues to be on our agenda with a plethora of letters, emails 

and meetings. Although we have had little success this year we still plan to 

continue to work on this project and hopefully by sheer determination we will 

succeed. 

Lovers’ Lane has had the willow cut back with wildflowers and bulbs planted 

along parts of its length. It too is a popular path with visitors and the 

community, receiving many positive comments. 

We have been working with Murray Swapp and Katrina Schofield of 

Aberdeenshire Council to develop a path along the old railway line to the 

Deeside Activity Park. An application has been submitted by Aberdeenshire 

Council to Active Travel Infrastructure Fund (ATIF) for £75,000 for a feasibility 

study. To date we have had no news as to the success of this application but we 

remain hopeful of its success. 

Unfortunately, we have been unsuccessful in gaining permission to develop a 

path from the top of Craigton Brae up towards a Robert Moir bench, but it is 

not forgotten. In time we may achieve what would be a lovely short, if hilly, 

walk leading to a spectacular view over the village. 



We have, however, been successful in developing a path to the Peel Ring. Our 

appreciation goes to the landowner, Jim Sugden and to Mike Robertson the 

fencer. LPG are now in the process of strimming and tidying up the path and 

also installing signage. It is an excellent path which will be well used and greatly 

appreciated by many. It is a lovely walk out from the village 

Once again we would like to thank Jim Prince for his excellent work in 

strimming our designated paths and also our own intrepid strimming team, 

Sheila, Martin, Clare, Jane, Jonathan. 

Our community interaction this year has mainly focused on the Hut and 

Primary School. We have had a great time, even if a somewhat chaotic time, 

sowing wildflower seeds and planting bulbs with the children whose 

enthusiasm is boundless. A work party has also planted bulbs along the grass 

verge at the South entrance to the village as well as Lovers’ Lane. Seed sowing 

has also been done at St Finan’s carpark and Betty’s bench. 

We are also in the process of getting the two Robert Moir benches located at 

the War Memorial refurbished by Aboyne Community Shed. The stone orb 

from the church is still located in my garden and hopefully will be secured in 

place beside the font in 2026. 

The St Finan’s Storyboard project is nearing completion (was installed today 

20th May).  The board has been designed by Ann Raeburn with assistance from 

Deb Munro and Ellie Flather. Posts have been purchased and it will soon be in 

place enhancing the carpark area and highlighting the local history of this 

location. Funding for this project has been applied for to Bread of Life with the 

remaining 50% coming out of our funds. 

With regard to our funds we received a very generous donation from 

Lumphanan Heritage Society of £12,900 which is greatly appreciated with part 

of it going to the Storyboard mentioned earlier and the path to the Peel Ring. 

 A donation was also received from Barbara Capener / Betty’s bench. 

Our fundraising efforts have included having stalls at Lumphanan Gala and the 

Primary School Christmas Fair. Ann’s book “History on the Highway” continues 

to add to our funds which I believe to be in the region of £3000 and growing. 

Ann will have by the time you hear this held her talk “Stothill. Lumphanan The 



Croft Years” which I am sure will have been a success. Ann continues to be a 

great asset to our group with her local historical knowledge and wealth of 

natural history knowledge. Thank you Ann. 

Members of our group continue to attend Marr Paths Forum and Aboyne 

Games ensuring we are kept up to date and informed as to what is happening 

in our Marr area  

Finally, I would like to thank all committee members who do so much to keep 

Lumphanan Paths Group functioning. Each one of you contributes in your own 

way. Thanks also go to our volunteers who help out our paths maintenance and 

other bits and pieces 

 


